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204.5 Certificated and commuter air carriers 
undergoing or proposing to undergo sub-
stantial change in operations, ownership, 
or management. 

204.6 Certificated and commuter air carriers 
proposing a change in operations, owner-
ship, or management which is not sub-
stantial. 

204.7 Revocation for dormancy. 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. Chapters 401, 411, 417. 

SOURCE: Docket No. 47582, 57 FR 38766, Aug. 
27, 1992, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 204.1 Purpose. 

This part sets forth the fitness data 
that must be submitted by applicants 
for certificate authority, by applicants 
for authority to provide service as a 
commuter air carrier to an eligible 
place, by carriers proposing to provide 
essential air transportation, and by 
certificated air carriers and commuter 
air carriers proposing a substantial 
change in operations, ownership, or 
management. This part also contains 
the procedures and filing requirements 
applicable to carriers that hold dor-
mant authority. 

[72 FR 20036, Apr. 23, 2007] 

§ 204.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 
(a) All-cargo air carrier or section 41103 

carrier means an air carrier holding an 
all-cargo air transportation certificate 
issued under section 41103 of the Stat-
ute authorizing the transportation by 
aircraft in interstate air transpor-
tation of only property or only mail, or 
both. 

(b) Certificate authority means author-
ity to provide air transportation grant-
ed by the Department of Transpor-
tation or Civil Aeronautics Board in 
the form of a certificate of public con-
venience and necessity under section 
41102 of the Statute or an all-cargo air 
transportation certificate to perform 
all-cargo air transportation under sec-
tion 41103 of the Statute. Certificated 
carriers are those that hold certificate 
authority. 

(c) Citizen of the United States means: 
(1) An individual who is a citizen of 

the United States; 

(2) A partnership each of whose part-
ners is an individual who is a citizen of 
the United States; or 

(3) A corporation or association orga-
nized under the laws of the United 
States or a State, the District of Co-
lumbia, or a territory or possession of 
the United States, of which the presi-
dent and at least two-thirds of the 
board of directors and other managing 
officers are citizens of the United 
States, which is under the actual con-
trol of citizens of the United States, 
and in which at least 75 percent of the 
voting interest is owned or controlled 
by persons that are citizens of the 
United States. 

(d) Commuter air carrier means an air 
carrier holding or seeking authority 
under part 298 of this Chapter that car-
ries passengers on at least five round 
trips per week on at least one route be-
tween two or more points according to 
its published flight schedules that 
specify the times, days of the week, 
and places between which those flights 
are performed. 

(e) Eligible place means a place in the 
United States that— 

(1) Was an eligible point under sec-
tion 419 of the Federal Aviation Act of 
1958 as in effect before October 1, 1988; 

(2) Received scheduled air transpor-
tation at any time between January 1, 
1990, and November 4, 1990; and 

(3) Is not listed in Department of 
Transportation Orders 89–9–37 and 89– 
12–52 as a place ineligible for com-
pensation under Subchapter II of Chap-
ter 417 of the Statute. 

(f) Essential air service is that air 
transportation which the Department 
has found to be essential under Sub-
chapter II of Chapter 417 of the Stat-
ute. 

(g) Fit means fit, willing, and able to 
perform the air transportation in ques-
tion properly and to conform to the 
provisions of the Statute and the rules, 
regulations and requirements issued 
under the Statute. 

(h) Interstate air transportation means 
the transportation of passengers or 
property by aircraft as a common car-
rier for compensation, or the transpor-
tation of mail by aircraft— 

(1) Between a place in— 
(i) A State, territory, or possession of 

the United States and a place in the 
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District of Columbia or another State, 
territory, or possession of the United 
States; 

(ii) Hawaii and another place in Ha-
waii through the airspace over a place 
outside Hawaii; 

(iii) The District of Columbia and an-
other place in the District of Columbia; 
or 

(iv) A territory or possession of the 
United States and another place in the 
same territory or possession; and 

(2) When any part of the transpor-
tation is by aircraft. 

(i) Key personnel include the direc-
tors, president, chief executive officer, 
chief operating officer, all vice presi-
dents, the directors or supervisors of 
operations, maintenance, and finance, 
and the chief pilot of the applicant or 
air carrier, as well as any part-time or 
full-time advisors or consultants to the 
management of the applicant or air 
carrier. 

(j) Normalized operations are those 
which are relatively free of start-up 
costs and temporary barriers to full- 
scale operations posed by the carrier’s 
limited experience. 

(k) Relevant corporations are the ap-
plicant or air carrier, any subsidiary 
thereof, any predecessor thereof (i.e., 
any air carrier in which any directors, 
principal officers or persons having a 
substantial interest have or once had a 
substantial interest), and any company 
(including a sole proprietorship or 
partnership) which has a significant fi-
nancial or managerial influence on the 
applicant or air carrier. The latter in-
cludes: 

(1) Any company (including a sole 
proprietorship or partnership) holding 
more than 50 percent of the out-
standing voting stock of the applicant 
or air carrier; and 

(2) Any company (including a sole 
proprietorship or partnership) holding 
between 20 percent and 50 percent of 
the outstanding voting stock of the ap-
plicant or air carrier and which has 
significant influence over the applicant 
or air carrier as indicated, for example, 
by 25 percent representation on the 
board of directors, participation in pol-
icy-making processes, substantial 
inter-company transactions, or mana-
gerial personnel with common respon-
sibilities in both companies. 

(l) Substantial change in operations, 
ownership, or management includes, but 
is not limited to, the following events: 

(1) Changes in operations from char-
ter to scheduled service, cargo to pas-
senger service, short-haul to long-haul 
service, or (for a certificated air car-
rier) small-aircraft to large-aircraft op-
erations; 

(2) The filing of a petition for reorga-
nization or a plan of reorganization 
under Chapter 11 of the federal bank-
ruptcy laws; 

(3) The acquisition by a new share-
holder or the accumulation by an exist-
ing shareholder of beneficial control of 
10 percent or more of the outstanding 
voting stock in the corporation; and 

(4) A change in the president, chief 
executive officer or chief operating of-
ficer, and/or a change in at least half of 
the other key personnel within any 12- 
month period or since its latest fitness 
review, whichever is the more recent 
period. 

(m) Substantial interest means bene-
ficial control of 10 percent or more of 
the outstanding voting stock. 

[Docket No. 47582, 57 FR 38766, Aug. 27, 1992, 
as amended at 60 FR 43523, Aug. 22, 1995; 64 
FR 12085, Mar. 11, 1999; 72 FR 20036, Apr. 23, 
2007] 

Subpart B—Filing Requirements 
§ 204.3 Applicants for new certificate 

or commuter air carrier authority. 
An applicant for a type of certificate 

authority it does not currently hold or 
for commuter air carrier authority 
shall file the data set forth in para-
graphs (a) through (v) of this section. 
In addition, the Department may re-
quire an applicant to provide addi-
tional data if necessary to reach an in-
formed judgment about its fitness. If 
the applicant has previously formally 
filed any of the required data with the 
Department or with another Federal 
agency and they are available to the 
Department, and those data continue 
to reflect the current state of the car-
rier’s fitness, the applicant may in-
stead identify the data and provide a 
citation for the date(s) and place(s) of 
filing. Prior to filing any data, the ap-
plicant may contact the Air Carrier 
Fitness Division to ascertain what data 
required by this section are already 
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